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= Abstract

The Crisis and Responses of A Company City:

An Experiment of Urban Revitalization in Steel City, Pohang

Chang, Se Hoon

This study attempts to examine how major social forces try to respond to the
urban crisis in Pohang, a leading industrial city of Korea from the perspective of
urban politics. For this, I will theoretically reconstruct the conceptual framework
of ‘politics of urban crisis” in contrast to that of ‘politics of urban growth’ and
explore how the main interest groups should construct the crisis-response regime
and pursue the urban revitalization. The results of this study are summarized as
follows:

Pohang has grown as a typical corporate-dominating city since the establishment
of POSCO. But after the second half of 1990s the change of its political and economic
environments brought the low-level crisis to Pohang, which means that the growth
of the POSCO and the city was retarded. The main social forces took preemptive
countermeasures to this weak crisis in order to prevent its expansion in advance.

But the crisis response is not based on the social integration and solidarity among
them. On the one hand, POSCO sought ‘politics of urban growth’ to stabilize the
previous growth strategy focusing on strengthening the steel industry. And on the
other hand, local government pursued ‘politics of urban crisis’, which means that
local government tried to form the crisis-response regime among government, corpo-
ration and research group and escape from the urban crisis by means of de-in-
dustrialization strategy. These troubles among social forces and rivalries over crisis-re-
sponse strategies are getting in the way of overcoming the urban crisis and realizing

the alternatives of urban revitalization.
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