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= Abstract

Making identity of multicultural space and discursive discourse:
the case of two small public libraries, Damunhwa and Modoo

in Wondok-dong, Danwan-gu, Kyounggi-do, South Korea.

Kim, Yoon Young

This examines the ways in which diverse people construct the identity of two
small public libraries located in Wongok-dong, where the 70% residents are consisted
of foreign migrant workers, international bribes and refugees and so other
immigrants. Immigrants as the users of libraries make these libraries as their ‘own’
spaces, where they can promote their capacities to make successful lives in South
Korea. However local administrators construct these libraries politically and strategi-
cally as the tourism attractions to boast about the successful welfare service for sup-
porting immigrants. They consider these libraries as ‘welfare centers’ for supporting
only immigrants and multicultural library services are also considered only as organiz-
ing and practicing programs for immigrants. Ultimately this paper proposes the con-
tradiction of multicultural phenomena in South Korea, which these libraries are easily

constructed as ‘welfare support center,” not as the specialized social institution.

Keywords: Multicultural Space, Small public library, Wondok-dong, Immigrants,

Library Service
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