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Seeing North Korean cities through the lens of Instagram
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= Abstract

Seeing North Korean cities through the lens of Instagram

Hwang, Jin-Tae

In this paper, I attempt to explore the fruitfulness of social network service (SNS)
as a new research methodology for studying North Korean cities. Under continuing
military and political tensions between North and South Korea, it has been very
difficult for South Korean researchers to access to North Korean materials. Despite
its constraints, they have attempted to improve research methodology by focusing
on literature materials, interview materials, and visual images, etc. Acknowledging
the problem orientation of predecessors, I try to consider the powerful function of
Instagram as a mobile photo-sharing and video-sharing site. Through an empirical,
but explorative study, I suggest that Instagram should be explored in a wider context

in that it includes the multiple realities of the current North Korean cities.

Keywords: North Korean cities, Instagram, social network service, methodological

statism, Pyongyang
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