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The development of the environmental state and green transformation

Kim, Soo Jin

The purpose of this paper is to empirically analyze the development of the envi-
ronmental state, focusing on OECD and European countries, to present the vision
of the 3rd generation environmental state for green transition. If the 1st generation
environmental state is defined as a state that effectively functions to reduce visible
environmental pollutants by establishing environmental standards, environ-
mental laws, institutions, organizations, etc. in the 1970s and 1980s, then the 2nd
generation environmental state is a state which has responded to climate change
through decarbonization policies such as carbon dioxide reduction and renewable
energy expansion since the 1990s. Most European countries, which form the lead-
ing group of the 2nd generation environmental state, adopt the consensus democ-
racy based on proportional representation election and the corporatism model.
However, Europe’s environmental welfare state model still has high ecological
footprints, revealing fundamental limitations in responding to ecological crises.
In addition, spatio-temporal asymmetry occurs between the carbon dioxide emis-
sions and the victims of climate change, making it difficult for the international
community to cooperate in climate change. In this sense, I present the vision of the
3rd generation environmental state for green transformation with the concept of

‘double decommodification’ and ‘enlarged responsibility’ for climate change.

Keywords: environmental state, green transformation, ecological
modernization, decommification, consensus democracy,
corporatism
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