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A critical literature review of Gaesong industrial complex

with the post-territorial perspective

Paek, Yilsoon

This article aims to clear up the discussions at Gaesong industrial complex and
to explore new research topics for the possibility of resuming and expanding in-
ter-Korean economic cooperation, when the evaluation of inter-Korean coopera-
tion projects, which are considered to have led the peace economy on the Korean
Peninsula and the security tension relief in Northeast Asia, is getting worse.
Studies at the Gaesong industrial complex, which began in the 2000s, have been
linked with political contexts and global situations such as UN’s sanctions against
North Korea. Instead of a dichotomous approach, more emphasis needs to be
placed on the research of post-territorial aspects centered on the porous nature of
space in order to fill the gap between the economic and political themes of the

Gaesong industrial complex.

Keywords: Gaesong industrial complex, Economic cooperation,
Security-economic nexus, Post-territorialism, Porosity
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