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Anthropocenic Nature in the Pandemic:

Social Distancing and the ‘“More-than-human’ Biopolitics

Jun Soo Kim, Myung-Ae Choi, Buhm Soon Park

The global spread of the COVID-19 has raised an increased attention to the
Anthropocene. The outbreak and spread of the COVID-19 is a very Anthropocenic
event in the sense that it has brought a planetary catastrophe of pandemic, while of-
fering a preliminary snapshot of “the world without us” caused by widespread lock-
down and social distancing measures. While existing work on the COVID-19 has
focussed on its health and economic aspects, this paper draws attention to the non-
human world affected by the COVID-19. Drawing on recent ‘more-than-human’
studies of political ecology and biopolitics, this paper examines several ways
through which human-nature relations have been reconfigured in South Korea
amid the COVID-19 and related social distancing. It specifically focuses on na-
ture-based tourism landscape, zoos, and farming. The cases illustrate that hu-
man-nature relations have emerged in diverse and sophisticated ways beyond the
prevalent dichotomies of the reinforced human control over nature, or the return of
nature. While significant decrease of human activities allowed proliferation of non-
humans (e.g. blossom of flowers, birth of zoo animals), biopolitical intervention of
the government soon followed to secure public health and capitalist economy. This
paper argues COVID-19 engenders an anthropocentric mode of biopolitics that al-

lows increased manipulation of nonhuman lives in the guise of public good.

Keywords: COVID-19, Anthropocene, More-than-human political ecology,
biopolitics, human-nature relations



80 J7tntAbE| 202041 HIB0E 45(EH 7435)

74 2018, T3] Wb o] mA|sle} ‘ml-Abel gl o] A2 7o) BA 5 B3 vl
B =] BlE 7). T30 ARE] g, 28(1): 55-100.

AFS 20192, 3o Ak dhare] Wb o] mAERe) Ik Line] B B . TE1ha) ALS
2. 29(1): 93-155.

7AZE, 2019b, o}z 2)7}=fj 2| GH(African swine fever)S 3] vla}E <17k L] JEA]

1. T2 kR, 31(3): 41-60.

2704 2018. "8 A Mael A5 AEEk: 47 ARIE TAe ). TEsle} AL,
26(1): 139-174.

27, 2017. " AFo|E RS TAEFH T AP, F=EEIF3). 50(3):
3-40.

FHgol. 2018. T3t QAEA|2|8te] “BE A S flstol: Jn] FEA| st W 9 A
Ay, T30 ALE] 5. 28(1): 16-54.

2ol 2020. MIIZE Y)Yt AT Earel Aejege] FABAL. (EahPrEA .
32(1): 126-145.

FRE, AN, NS, A58, HAThE. 2019, "EAFOH IAmZegana] 8.
FEsl. oal-=)2];. 31(3): 61-78.

e, 2019a. MY 8] FA7] g g Adoll A Fr-ARA: G EE AR TAY
A}3]8}s. 20(1): 91-118.

370, 2019b. eIzt Ure] Zr12 e /NdstE 98t A2 . T8 AYA-GESA] A23] o
s LR

z1e]-whulat. 2013. Bharo] Ik} Abed o] AA|of] tiEk x| el etE ATE gt Al |
o) 8hx] 2]8}3] 7] 5. 48(3): 348-365.

Anderson, K. 1995. “Culture and nature at the Adelaide Zoo: at the frontiers of ‘human’
geography”. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 20(3): 275-294.

Asdal, K., T. Druglitre & Hinchliffe, S,. 2016, “Humans, animals and biopolitics: The
more-than-human condjtion”’. Routledge.

Barua, M., 2016, “Lively commodities and encounter value” Environment and Planning D:
Society and Space, 34(4), 725-744.

Burchell, G., Foucault, M, Gordon, C & Miller, P,. 1991, “7The Foucault effect: studies in
governmentality: With two lectures by and an interview with Michel Foucaulf .
University of Chicago Press.

Choi, M.-A., 2020, “Multiple environmental subjects: Governmentalities of ecotourism



BT} oIS Riet 81

[l

development in Jeungdo, South Korea” Geoforum, 110: 77-86.

Cloke, P. & Perkins, H,. 2005, “Cetacean performance and tourism in Kaikoura, New
Zealand”. Environment and Planning D: Society & Space, 23(6): 903-924.

Foucault, M., 1978, “The history of sexuality’. Vintage.

Fraser, J,. 2009. “The anticipated utility of zoos for developing moral concern in children”.
Curator: The Museum Journal. 52(4): 349-361.

Hannah, M. G., 2011. “Biopower, life and left politics” Antipode. 43(4): 1034-1055.

Haraway, D., 2008. “ When species meet’. University of Minnesota Press.

Hastrup, K. 2013. “Anthropology and nature’. Routledge.

Heynen, N. 2014. “Urban political ecology I: The urban century”. Progress in Human
Geography. 38(4): 598-604.

Hinchliffe, S., Bingham, N, Allen, J & Carter, S,. 2016. “Pathological lives: disease, space
and biopolitics’. John Wiley & Sons.

Lemke, T., Casper & Moore, L,. 2011. “Biopolitics: An advanced introduction”. NYU Press.

Lemos, M., & Agrawal. 2006. “Environmental governance”. Annual Review of Environ-
mental Resources. 31: 297-325.

Letzter, R., 2020. “Dramatic effect of coronavirus lockdowns seen from space”. Live
Science.

Lorimer, J. & Driessen, C,. 2013a, “Bovine biopolitics and the promise of monsters in the
rewilding of Heck cattle”. Geoforum. 48: 249-259.

Lorimer, J. & Driessen, C,. 2013b, “Wild experiments at the Oostvaardersplassen:
Rethinking environmentalism in the Anthropocene”. Transactions of the Institute
of British Geographers. 39(2): 169-181

Maron, D,. 2020. ““Wet markets’ likely launched the coronavirus. Here’s what you need to
know”. National Geography Animals.

Nam, J.-Y., 2014, “Free Jedol: The biopolitics of captive dolphin release in South Korea”
MSc dissertation, School of Geographical Science, University of Bristol.

Philo, C., & Wilbert, C,. 2000. “Animal spaces, beastly places: New geographies of
human-animal relations’. Psychology Press.

Pile, S. (2011). For a geographical understanding of affect and emotions. Transactions of
the Institute of British Geographers, 36(4), 603-606.

Porter, N., 2019, “Viral Economies: Bird Flu Experiments in Vietnam’®. University of
Chicago Press.

Rajan, K. S., 2006. “Biocapital: The constitution of postgenomic lite’. Duke University

Press.



82 Z7tniAl3| 202044 M|30H 4S(EH 7435)

Rutz, C., Loretto, M.C., Bates, A.E., Davidson, S.C., Duarte, C.M., Jetz, W., Johnson, M.,
Kato, A., Kays, R., Mueller, T. and Primack, R.B., 2020. “COVID-19 lockdown
allows researchers to quantify the effects of human activity on wildlife”. Nature
Ecology & Evolution, pp.1-4.

Rutherford, P. & Rutherford, S,. 2013, “The confusions and exuberances of biopolitics”.
Geography Compass. 7(6): 412-422.

Rutherford, S., 2013, “The biopolitical animal in Canadian and environmental studies”.
Journal of Canadian Studies/Revue d études canadiennes. 47(3): 123-144.

Searle, A., & Turnbull, J. 2020. “Resurgent natures? More-than-human perspectives on
COVID-19”". Dialogues in Human Geography. 10(2): 291-295.

Shukin, N., 2009, “Animal capital: Rendering life in biopolitical times’. University of
Minnesota Press.

Srinivasan, K., 2013, “The biopolitics of animal being and welfare: Dog control and care in
the UK and India”. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers. 38(1):
106-119.

Whatmore, S., 2002. “Hybrid geographies: Natures cultures spaces’. Sage.

Whitehead, M., Jones, R., & Jones, M,. 2007. “The nature of the state: excavating the
political ecologies of the modern state’. Oxford University Press.

Wolch, J. R. & Emel, J,. 1998, “Animal geographies: Place, politics, and identity in the

nature-culture borderlands’. Verso.

H31A

o] g |7 HH =34, 2020, FFIFEY M| 2AL B, AAAESAL

Hejr-3EA 0@ 5 4l 2019. 72019 H= opAFET ] AE]zA R 1A . AAES}
AL

T2 714

oA 2020 49 279 G Wl $El) o] /1% $HQ”. httpsi/www.
idaegu.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=309638

A2 20201 39 8. A AR oplEE Thel 2d A w2 il
https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20200306162200004?input=1195m

AT, 20201 49 8. “EHFA| Haolle #BA ==}, AR 1008kgo] AT

https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20200408138900054?input=1195m

ojlde]. 20201d 4¥ 109. "3 774 A vhHl & A AF FAte FASRE dolle]”.



B|2iD} oIZH Rl 83

https://www.edaily.co.kr/news/read?newsld=03496486625734808&mediaCodeN
0=257&0utLnkChk=Y

FAUR. 20208 59 19 A7} WiRk dstol FElo] AE do0ke] wiEk ol
1i]—”.https://news.joins.com/article/Z3767040

A 20173 109 234, “AEgle FEY TE $8 L3le= 52 HoF”. http:/
www.hani.co.kr/arti/soaety/area/S15590.html

A, 20209 49 9. “FZu AUl ol] opEE AlFo] 9 $18E7ER?”. hitp://www.
hani.co.kr/arti/animalpeople/ecology_evolution/936299. html#csidxc9cOebd4d84
laccadffea2682e4857f

BBC news. 20201 49 29%. “Coronavirus: Wild animals enjoy freedom of a quieter
world”. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-52459487

KBS. 20201 39 30, “FA A o=z}, 2bdo] F5 € F21%7. hitp://news kbs.cokr/
news/view.do?ncd=4413151&ref=A

KBS. 2020 4¢¥ 1. “FA] F&, w2 WwL Y 100950] 5. https://news.
naver.com/main/read.nhn?mode=LPOD&mid=tvh&oid=056&aid=0010818018

MBC. 202010 49 29%. “smFd AR} 93 ‘A 7% Pdlo]”. https://imnews.imbc.
com/replay/2020/nwtoday/article/5748602_32531.html

NEWS1. 202013 39 18, “¢-A| gl Slufet A} AT, “Atol “Aneldr] ol
https://www.news1.kr/articles/?3877895

NEWS1. 20209 39 27¢). “AFsadel o] & 24, 2F971E A A7="
https://www.news1.kr/articles/?3888545

The New York Times. 20201d 49 15%. “Zoo May Feed Animals to Animals as Funds Dry
up in Pandemic”. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/world/europe/ger
many-zoo-coronavirus.html

YTN. 20209 49 3. “Yolx Eel= 52, F30%E Zdolde ‘275, https://www.

ytn.co.kr/_In/0115_202004032212581604

e A=
NASA Earth observatory. https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/146362/airborne-
nitrogen-dioxide-plummets-over-china <: 2020d 5¢ 27
FYZAEER S 5)|0]#]. https://www.mafra.go.kr/sites/mafra/index.do H<Y: 202014 5

2279

282 EH 0] A]. https://www.seoul.go.kr/main/index.jsp <Y: 202014 59 27
2 B = A'd. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOv1v2iptqYMVEwLAIUOhPw



84 I7tnpAlE] 20204 M|30HE 4S(EH 7435)

H&Y: 20201 59 26

S AR Z o] A, http://www.mof.go.kr/index.do &Y: 202018 5¢ 27





