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The Impact of COVID-19 on Elementary Education at
Three Schools in Bucheon City, Korea

Lee, Sihyo

This research addresses the impact of COVID-19 on the education, game,
child-parent relationship, and playing space of elementary school children. The re-
searcher surveyed 449 elementary school children from three schools in different
living conditions in the Sosa district of Bucheon City, Korea. The results of the re-
search indicate that since COVID-19 appeared, online classes have been in-
sufficient for including various content, retaining students’ concentration and inter-
est, and producing an educational effect. For students living in poorer conditions,
the educational effect of online classes has been even worse. Elementary school
children’s educational discourse, according to the classes with living conditions, is
maintained through private education and self-directed learning ability.
Concerning schoolroom classes during COVID-19, students’ interaction with their
teachers and friends has decreased significantly. Since the time children spend with
their parents has increased due to COVID-19, family relations have improved.
However, game use time has increased by 13 minutes. Moreover, the rate of chil-
dren living without adult supervision during the day is now 32.3%, and the recrea-

tional space in the areas with poor living conditions is unprepared for this change.

Keywords: COVID-19, elementary school, education, space, inequality
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