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The COVID-19 Crisis and the Epidemiological State:

Focusing on Human Rights and Human-ecological Security

Choi, Byung-Doo

This paper is to discuss characteristics of epidemiological state, and its concern
about human rights and human-ecological security as major issues in the
COVID-19 crisis to search for measures of coronavirus control balancing with
economy and with human rights. In doing so, it is emphasized that even though
overall returning of the state responding to the crisis would be inevitable, its roles
should not merely be remained in epidemic control, but be more concerned about
human-ecological rights and security without alienating civil society. From this
point of view, this paper examines theoretically and historically the situation in
which the state has returned in the COVID-19 crisis, and then describes what kinds
of influence the crisis and the state’s measures to it have made domestically on basic
rights of citizens, providing some principles and guidelines for restriction of human
rights in a situation of epidemic crisis and suggesting further a concept of
‘ecological right’. Finally this paper considers a transformation process from na-
tional security to human security especially in the international responding to the
COVID-19 pandemic, emphasizing ‘ecological security’ as an alternative one to

overcome fundamentally the crisis.

Keywords: COVID-19 crisis, epidemiological state, ecological-democratic state,
human rights, ecological rights, human security, ecological security
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