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Verticalization Process of Universities: Focusing on the Cases of Physical
Expansion Activities of Private Universities and Their Foundations in
South Korea from the Late 1990s

Do Young Oh

This paper analyzes various verticalization cases conducted by private uni-
versities in Seoul, South Korea, based on the concept of developmental urbanism.
By doing so, this paper conceptualizes the university as one of the various urban ac-
tors and attempts to contribute to promoting a more heterogeneous understanding
of the urbanization process in South Korea. To this end, this paper reviews the theo-
ries of capital circulation and growth machine and investigates processes of capital
accumulation and rent-seeking through capital switching led by the university. As
aresult, it can be observed that the university promotes verticalization not only for
educational purposes but also for various purposes such as economic, political and
symbolic ones, and the space produced by this process tends to be exclusive and
uneven. Finally, this paper argues that such university spaces accelerates the com-

mecialization of urban spaces and reproducing spatial and social inequality.

Keywords: Developmental Urbanism, Vertical Accumulation, University,
Campus Expansion, Property Development
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