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Broken Blueprints of Urban Space Reconstruction in the Seoul Station Area:

Initiative to Deconstruct Border of 1968 Development Plans

Seungbeen Lee

In the early 20th century, the area of the Seoul Station area was produced as an
urban space with the east-west border, consistent with the ruling strategy of divid-
ing the space of colonial powers. In the 1960s, a new governing power based on
high modernism ideology emerged and they regarded the traditional built environ-
ment created in previous times as an obstacle to saturated CBD expansion. In re-
sponse, multiple blueprints were presented to overcome the border by intervening
in urban space. This study focused on two bird’s-eye views of developments which
were proposed as plans(‘Modernization Plan around Seoul Station’ and ‘Seoul
Station Covering project’) to deconstruct the materiality of the border through a
full-scale and rapid reconstruction of urban space. With analyzing these plans, this
study explores the conditions, contents, and causes of cancellation in socio-spatial
context. Additionally this study analyzes the intention and intrinsic limitations of
the idea at the time. Through this, this study proposes certain implications for the
strategy of overcoming the border in the Seoul Station area, which has been
re-emerged as a current issue. On the critical premise of overcoming the author-
itarian and automobile-centered mobility bias which were inherent in the develop-
ment plan of the previous period, it is necessary to discuss and review the full-scale
and rapid reconstruction of urban space as a means to resolve the border around sta-

tion and the old urban center including the Seoul Station area.

Keywords: border, high modernism, Seoul station, station influence area,
urban redevelopment, urban history
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