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Carceral Geography as Topologies of Boundary, Mobility, and Circuitry:
A Critical Lens for the Intersectional Understanding of
Institutionalization in South Korea

Hyun-Chul Kim

Feminist activists and scholars have recently considered the intersection-
alities of institutionalization politics in South Korea. However, there is still a
gap of research on spatial politics of de/institutionalization in various human
geography fields of South Korea. In this context, I critically review the concepts
of carceral geography derived from North America and Western Europe to ex-
pand the intersectional understanding of institutionalization in South Korea.
For this, I intend to view theories and concepts of carceral geography as multi-
ple topologies, not organized and neatly sorted ‘knowledge’. The first part ex-
amines these topologies by analyzing the debates among three journal articles
on the meaning of the carceral published in Progress in Human Geographyin
2018. I interpret these debates as small événement showing the multiple in-
tellectual and political topologies among carceral geographers. The second
partinvestigates topologies of carceral boundary, coercive/punitive mobility,
and carceral circuitry. In conclusion, I seek to intertwine topologies of carceral
geography and the intersectionalities of institutionalization discussed in South

Korea.

Keywords: carceral geography, coercive mobility, carceral circuitry, inter-
sectionality of institutionalization, feminist epistemologies.
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