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The Political Economics of Gendered Urban Housing Field in
South Korea

Choi, Sihyun

By understanding the speculative housing practice of the urban middle class
as an interaction between patriarchal familism and gender norms, this study
differs from the existing perspective that considered the household as a gen-
der-neutral individual unit. By applying Bourdieu’s field theory to the analysis
of women'’s housing life history, the constriction process of speculative capital
through interaction between individual households, markets, and the state
through women’s housing practices is analyzed. In this process, the cultural
consensus structure for speculation was made, and Korean urban middle class
became conservative as a result of the consolidation of speculative habitus. As
aresult, the urban middle class in Korea forms a unique class character charac-
terized by instability; it kept its life trajectory of constant movement and re-

investment even after house-ownership.

Keywords: field theory, habitus, middle class women, housing practice, real
estate
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