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Reconciling Health-effectiveness and Health-equity of Local Policies
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Reconciling Health-effectiveness and Health-equity of Local Policies

Shi-Chul Lee

While the argument that local policy or planning affects individual’s health is not
new, it has yet to be further explored how effective it is and how fairly citizens bene-
fit from diverse health-friendly policy or programs. This manuscript examines lo-
cal policies’ health impact from two perspectives: effectiveness and equity. At the
outset, we review relevant theories and practices, including health disparities and
Korea’s health city initiatives. The issue of health equity embraces both academic
and practical significance; this paper shows a different way to measure if the two
values are compatible or mutually-exclusive, employing a new conceptual frame-
work to analyze how the two can be reconciled. Possible measurements for both
values are also examined. Future empirical analyses, based on a framework ex-
plored in this paper, would reveal more empirical evidence to explain the inter-

action between health effectiveness and health equity.

Keywords: local policy, urban planning, health effectiveness, health equity,
health cities
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