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A Spatio-Political Approach to the Young Women’s Experience of

Independence in Jeju

Kim Hyeon-Young- Kim Tae-Yeon

This paper, considering the young unmarried women’s experiences of making
their own space in Jeju Island, explores the ways of interpreting the hierarchical du-
alism of geographical center and periphery in South Korea. Our research question
is how the young women who live in Jeju perceive and interpret their own life con-
text, and then how they cope with spatial hierarchy between the urban and the ru-
ral, and between Seoul and the local. In some sense, their encounter with the spatial
hierarchy cannot but help break through the effects of intermingling social forces
such aslocality, gender and class. The deepening gap of material (economic) oppor-
tunities and of symbolic power between the central and peripheral region is a big
challenge to the young generation in Jeju. We define their practices of making their
own living spaces as ‘processive’ and regard these as ‘remaining’ in their living
context. Their practices are neglected in the cultural circumstance that forces the
young generation to sacrifice the present for the future. That sacrifice is justified as
an investment. It looks like an structurally imposed obstacle. Nevertheless, the
young women, particularly unmarried women try to reclaim new places through
negotiating between their position within the structure and their own strategic

choice. It can be their detour through which they rethink the spatial hierarchy.

Keywords: Spatial Hierarchy, Young Women, Youth Generation Discourse,
Independent Experience, Placeness
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