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How can vacant lot in a city become urban commons?:
A comparison of Gyeong-Eui Railway Commons, Baedari Village Commons,

Pinecone Commons

Yea-Yl Yoon

This study explores the issues raised from the urban commons perspective by
comparing the Gyeong-Eui Railway Commons, Baedari Village Commons, and
Pinecone Commons to convert vacant lots in the city into commons. Although the
three movements differed in their development pattern due to differences in histor-
ical geography, locational conditions, and community characteristics, they have
one thing in common: an attempt to convert Idle site in the city into commons. The
three movements raised the issue of the conflict between ownership and utilization
caused by attempts to re-spatialize vacant lots, and how can the activity of making
commons be justified?

The three movements filled the ‘emptiness’ of the vacant lot with various urban
commons activities. However, it is difficult for the vacant lot in the city to remain
in that state. When a vacant lot is created as a space for a specific use by the land
owner, there is little room for the actors of the commons to intervene in the process.
Moreover, if the idle land, which is a public land, is to be developed as a public park
rather than a profit-oriented private development, the policy is considered to guar-
antee publicity and public interest, so it becomes difficult for the activists to main-
tain activities in the vacant lot. Nevertheless, the three commons movements
showed the need to reconsider the value of public space from an urban commons

perspective.

Keywords: Urban commons, common land, public land, vacant lot,
Gyeong-Eui Railway Commons, Baedari Village Commons,
Pinecone Commons
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