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Refugee and Governmobility:

Experiences of Yemeni Asylum Seekers in Jeju Island
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Refugee and Governmobility:

Experiences of Yemeni Asylum Seekers in Jeju Island

Seonyoung Seo

This article analyzes the experiences of asylum seekers from Yemen who entered
Jeju Island in 2018, based on Jergen Bezerenholdt’s concept of governmobility and
mobile ethnography proposed by Mimi Sheller and John Urry. How state and
non-state agents regulated the mobility of Yemeni asylum seekers, how techniques
of governmentality were used, and how they internalized the discourse, norms, and
‘truths’ generated during this process are examined. The article also draws atten-
tion to how the asylum seekers’ subjectification affected their own mobilities. The
experiences analyzed through the lens of mobilities reveal the power dynamics that
reflect the hierarchical relations caused by their dependence on state and non-state
agents. At the same time, the article illustrates how Yemeni asylum seekers are by
no means simple receivers of the state and non-state agents’ governmobility strat-
egies, but are agents themselves that can challenge top-down control and create
their own spaces and social relations. Despite heated debate sparked by the pres-
ence of Yemeni asylum seekers in Jeju Island in the summer of 2018, their voices
have been absent in public discussions. By shedding light on human rights issues
such as injustice, exclusion, and discrimination, the mobile ethnography of
Yemeni asylum seekers provides an opportunity to reflect on South Korea’s refugee

policies from a critical viewpoint.

Keywords: Yemeni refugee, Jeju, governmobility, mobilities, mobile
ethnography

o



294 ZZhatAbe| 20229 HI32H 4% (S 3 82=)

771501714, 2019. MEAEDRO]Y(Text Minning)& &5l 2 A= ol Wyl vjolH A S

S 2407 | KHEIEEZALS 30, 103~113%,

Z3(Gordon Colin) 2. 2014. T3 g3}, AHHE 9 7. WA

?7103 2018. 'R 0|7} Hof& @]9 vIg-gh=9] o] &7t F ok Wil #A). < &t v
> 469 33, 4o1~412§.

A&, 2018. MRl ZH]ofe} sh=t 2|4 A 52] AT ). <Fo2sh>, 71 5, 210-228%.

A& 2020, MUY ALS] AR A vzl G R ). ARSI, 4748 3%, 342-372%.

o< 2013, Mafcte] tjopAiat B EDE: ghatol] So]2 24} W Ed WH1(1977~1993) A,
LTJotAZEATY> 7H 25, 75-108%.

Tt Ao E ZFEF] L (Manderscheid Katharina) 2. 2022. T=RIg|E]eb 25, ZAud &4, A,

ghal<, 2019, NdR1e] SHEARS] A2t Aof et A7), KTHESAIE AT, 128 25, 217~251%.

HHE T 2007, gyl IRl g ate] 7iARe). K ZYWsH> 93 25, 169-194%.

Hh=-8- 41771, 2014. To]d Rl 0 & Aolrhrlof tigh o] |4 ZakA| o) AR of 7] =&
A A, KWERIFSAL> 179 35, 103-132F.

2. 2018, of|wll HRIAIGA} o|4ro] Sat Sty o]Fo/dRIHEH, fldRIZ|F 3]
“dl o)fr= 2 ofelte] nhgat i) AEE]” g, 2018\ 7€ 269,

Hi71. 2018. MAIFCRIAR] . IZAPE B0 t]3]: SHAlS] Q1A & Tt A a3

R 2l QAQIMME . 9019, 12018 U= =AM EAAH,,

*“21 oju](Mimi Sjeller) 2019. T2 ZE] Ao, I F4. dn

£33]- 451 2018. I8 A& dRle] AR -S-2 9fgh 27 HJOJ gAY ek 2k 2ol & FA

o2 <ChHEsRel Hehy, 12 28, 1-22%,

SaN-Z 4P 01043 2018. Mekgol| o) Wrlod/d o) 4t} 1 1. Lol sh> ) 10
d 33, 149-189%.

Al oks&. 2019, M=) mjgjofo]l 2j3H ‘oflgl dare] A : <MY H>eF <StAAlE>
Hoo) oigh vy g224 ). <ultjo] ZA|et 75>, 1738 23, 31-80%.

Alslg 2017, Fol 58212t EQHAIF9] 3P K37} AR, 279 4%, 9-35%.

QERE. 2016, AR A EAllof] Tt §IF gl ). KAEALR21>, 78 15, 431-449%.

Q371 2019. o7} # FEeE 27} U B HHlat of/de] T Q1 =95 FAoR .
<At &5y 128 2% 157-191%.

A, 1999, IEAZTe|HA JRIQIAGA ol et T 2HE ). KR, 487 95, 245-282%,

25 2022, T23HE o Bolo| oigh vlak: A|S ofjgll Wl ARdS FAHOR ). Sl
23>, 379, 1-25%.

of®ys}. 2018. &k Wl o] 4] |5} < F3tet P>, 5 45, 33-68%;.

0

12




EH2lnto|SEX 295

AE3]. 2007, M=AH GBS FURAIE 714 Sd=0e Heks Sz ). <HE>
56 23, 145-168%.,

7e)&. 2020. MEfA}e] 245} Qtof|x]2] @At Al : gh=o] Witk stel el gicho] Ale A =] ).
L 73RNt AR > 1257, 360-401%.

a4l. 2018. AR 1 BE 5 9J9h Wl 73] ek -t Wil A IRl 98 SAle
2. <HE> 6718 33, 645-698%.

gk d<3]. 2019. TAIE7| Aol LR ol o
AE SO R ). K30l oJulshy) 633, 1-34

A G771, 2019. TAIF 2] A& ol R A X
&Q1EALS] g5 HE|n|tjo]> 9 85 715-724%

AF ZU=-2=RAA. 2019. 72018 AH|S AT HIA ;. HEE Z0)=t o=l W21 dl)

B3] Al 2018. TAIF ol PRl =28 55l 2 &= HRIA| =2 7iA A7 ). 1oMo]wI7g
AL o]4r BT No.2018-04.

273h-7-230. 2019. e HRIZA 9] ShA|9} tieh: A2 ol HRl ARE A0 & ). <171

] o|2F AH> 15H 43, 47-62%,

Y AT AT o] F ofqil Rl 7]

rlo
(o}

_p

i
n

2 252 Qlo] 3t At <o

B

Ashytish, I. and Mountz, A. 2011. “The Geopolitics of Migrant Mobility: Tracing State
Relations through Refugee Claims, Boats and Discourses.” Geopoitics, Vol.17,
pp.335-354.

Baerenholdt J. O. 2013. “Governmobility: The Powers of Mobility.” Mobilities, Vol.8,
No.1, pp20-34.

Cresswell, T. 2010. “Towards a Politics of Mobility.” Environment and Planning D: Society
and SpaceVol.28, pp.17-31.

Dean, M. 1994. “A Social Structure of Many Souls: Moral Regulation Government and
Self-formation.” Canadian Journal of Sociology, Vol.19, No.2, pp.145~168.

Diken, B. 2004. “From Refugee Camps to Gated Communities: Biopolitics and the End
of the City.” Citizenship Studies, Vol.8, No.1, pp.83-106.

Foucault M. 1991. “Governmentality.” in Burchell, G., C. Gordon, P. Miller.(eds). The
Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality, London: Harvester-Wheatsheaf
pp.87~104.

Hannam, K., Sheller, M, and Urry, J. 2006. “Editorial: Mobilities, Immobilities and
Moorings.” MobilitiesVol.1, pp.1~22.

Huxley, M. 2008. “Space and Government: Governmentality and Geography.” Geography
Compass, Vol.2, No.5, pp.1635-1658.

Jensen, A. 2011. “Mobility, Space and Power: On the Multiplicities of Seeing Mobility.”



296 ZZHIIARE] 2022\ HI32H 43 (S 823)

Mobilities, Vol.6, pp.255~271.

Kallius, A., Monterescu, D., Rajaram, P. K. 2016. “Immobilizing Mobility: Border Ethnog-
raphy, Illiberal Democracy, and the Politics of the “Refugee Crisis” in Hungary.”
American ethnologist, Vol.43, No.1, pp.25-37.

Kaufmann, V., Bergman, M. M., Joye, D. 2004. “Mobility: Mobility as Capital.” /nterna-
tional Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Vol.28, No.4, pp.745-756.

Mason, V. 2011. “The Im/Mobilities of Iragi Refugees in Jordan: Pan-Arabism, ‘Hospitality’
and the Figure of the ‘Refugee’.” Mobilities, Vol.6, No.3, pp.353-373.

Pecode, A. and Guchteneire, P. 2006. “International Migration, Border Controls and
Human Rights: Assessing the Relevance of a Right to Mobility.” Journal of
Borderlands Studies, Vol.21, No.1, pp.69-86.

Rose, N. 1996. “Identity, Genealogy, history.” in Hall, S. and du Gay, P.(eds) Questions
of cultural identity. London: Sage, pp.128~150.

Sheller, M. and Urry, J. 2006. “The new mobilities paradigm.” Environment and
Planning A, Vol.38, pp.207-226.

Skeggs B. 2004. Class, Self, Culture. London: Routledge.

78RR, 2018.6.30. “RATIHF 7}UTH S AYRGE 0% & FL AW Fe A=
B8 74", https://www.khan.co.kr/feature_story/article/201806300600015

Fr2QlE0],2018.6.29. “of[lIQl ZRFIAR= AFRES, 214]7] ‘QIEF| A7, http://www.newsnjoy.
or.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=218385

A2, 2018.7.8. “BAF HRIH G A ofAlLtQ - HIEY BEIE YA AT, https://www.
yna.co.kr/view/AKR20180706145600051

AFo] 2. 2018.6.25. “AF A o9l Gl L2 HAFAIRF Z AR E74”. hitp://www.

jejusori.net/news/articleView.html?idxno=207019



