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Can Social Media Transform Local Communities?: Focusing on the

Neighborhood Relationships of Young Adult Single-Person households

Yeonsu, Hamm - Ha-jung, Ko - Jihee, Park

This study examines the rising trendency of forming local connections via social
media in an era where conventional perceiption of neighbours and their role have
become ambiguous. Young adults’ traits, who possess remarkable IT skills and are
accustomed to creating and consuming culture in n virtual spaces, collaborate to
create networks through social media. Two main research questions drive this study:
firstly, what motivates the use of social media for building local communities, and
secondly, what are the characteristics and benefits of neighborly relationships
developed through these digital platforms. The results emphasize a lack of connection
between young adults residing in single-person households and their perceptions of
adjacent neighbors. Neighbors were not perceived as supportive or friendly due to a
dearth of shared information, leading to heightened anxiety and a sense of threat
simply from their presence. For these individuals, their living space represented a
sanctuary, fiercely protected against intrusion or recognition by others. As a result,
they were disinclined to disclose themselves or allow anyone inside their personal
space, irrespective of the motives of others. In contrast, ‘social media neighbours’
exhibit unique qualities by providing a range of interaction options, enabling instant
connections and forming relationships centred on exchange value - a demonstration
of the mediated aspect of online platforms. While certain individuals encountered
difficulties in maintaining enduring and intimate relationshcips through these
interations, they broadened their spatial awareness and strengthened attachment by
exploring various encounters within their local area. Encounters with anonymous
neighbors through social media converted these unkonwn individuals into relatable
connections, exposing the variety within human communities. Establishing
relationships via social media serving as a bridge to make sense of belonging in a place

devoid of conventional ties—a temporary rooting and a means of remaining present
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in an environment. We also need to revisit the meaning of community and
neighborhood, as social media-mediated “people and relationships” play a key role

in helping young adults in single-person households settle into neighborhoods.

Keywords: Neighborhood, Social interaction, Local Communities,
Young adult, Single—person households, Social Media(SNS)
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