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Pyongyang’s Commercial District:

Typology and Development Factors with Political Economy Implications
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Pyongyang’s Commercial District:

Typology and Development Factors with Political Economy Implications

Joo Hee Hwang

This study aims to derive political and economic implications through an analysis
of the commercial district in Pyongyang, North Korea, under Kim Jong-un’s regime.
The commercial areas in Pyongyang are classified into alley commercial districts,
developed commercial districts, and traditional market districts based on the location
of commercial facilities. The factors contributing to the development of these
commercial districts under Kim Jong-un’s rule can be summarized as the expansion
of product supply, strengthening of purchasing power, and expansion of transpor-
tation infrastructure.

The political and economic implications of the distribution of commercial
facilities in Pyongyang are as follows: first, the formation and development of
commercial districts are under the control of North Korean authorities; second, the
developed commercial districts in Pyongyang contribute to the authorities’ financial
security; third, the commercial districts in Pyongyang reflect the economic system of
North Korean authorities. The spatial characteristics of Pyongyang, which were
originally created as a socialist planned economy space, now reflect a mixed nature
of planned economy and market economy as commercial districts develop under the

leadership of North Korean authorities.

Keywords: North Korea, Pyongyang, Commercial areas, Commercial analysis,
City, Apartments, Markets
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