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A Study on Nationwide Survey and Analysis of
Operating Small Libraries in Korea
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ABSTRACT

This study covers the basic information of the small libraries nationwide, holding materials,
facilities/equipment, human resources, budget, usage/users, and service etc. The survey is
divided into 4 steps to produce accurate statistical data and analyze it. As a result, total 3,349
small libraries meet the criteria of the Library Act in 2010. Their holding materials,
facilities/equipment, human resources, budget, usage, service program are lack of providing
the knowledge information and reading culture service, which is defined in the Library Act.
In particular, the majority of small libraries(80%) are in poor condition to operate library
facilities/equipment, budget, and their operation. This study proposes some suggestions to
overcome the poor condition and to make small libraries prosperous in the near future.
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