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The purpose of this study is to find effective counselor education method and the knowledge about case
conceptualization. So we examined the differences of cognitive structures about case conceptualization according
to counselor's developmental level. The questions of this study are as follows. First, is there quantity differences
in cognitive structure of counselors according to each development level? Second, is there any quality difference
in cognitive structure of counselors according to each development level? We used Concept Mapping Task
(CMT) to assess counselor's cognitive structure about case conceptualization. And we looked into the differences
of qualitative and quantitative characteristics presented at concepts and categories in CMT among expert,
intermediate, and novice counselor group. The results of this study are as follows. First, the quantitative analysis
resulted in significant differences among three groups in the number of concept. Second, in the results of
qualitative analysis, 17 items appeared in the content analysis on concept and 8 did in content analysis on
category. Compared with differences on concept items among three groups, there were significant differences ac
identity confusion', 'immaturity in dealing with emotion!, 'action’, 'father', 'mother’, and 'sundries’. Compared
with differences on category items among three groups, there were significant differences at 'problems to be
dealt with' and 'sundries'. In order to find out general meaning of these items, Multidimensional Scaling(MDS)
was taken. In the result of MDS two dimensions were found. They are inference vs. description and
differentiation vs. undifferentiation. And after we examined the meaning of the items which showed differences
according to development levels, we knew that expert counselors use more inference ability than intermediate
and novice counselors and that cognitive structure is differentiated in the process of developing from novice

counselor to expert counselor.

Key Words : case conceptualization, cognitive map, cognitive structure, counselor cognitive development, counselor education
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