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Effects of the Play-Centered and Story-Drama Centered Communication
Training on Children's Interpersonal and Church Life Attitudes

Young-Jun Park Kyoung-Ja Hong

Chonnam National University

This study was conducted to verify effects of the play-centered & story-drama centered communication Training programs
which this researcher had developed in order to improve interpersonal and church life attitudes for elementary school
students. This study tried to find out effects which this program had on children's self-disclosure, empathic ability,
interpersonal and church life attitudes. The subjects were 46 4th 6th grades of elementary schools attending three
churches in the Y County. 14 subjects were assigned to Experimental I (play-centered) group, 15 to Experimental I
(story-drama centered) group & 17 t Control group. For the subjects of Experimental Group I and II, both the
play-centered communication program and story-drama centered program which this researcher had developed were
conducted separately two times a week, for ninety minutes each time, during the total eight sessions. On the contrary,
only the Pre-Post Tests were carried out for the Control Group. As for measurement instruments, Self-disclosure Scale
MEmpathic Response Scale |, Mnterpersonal Scale |, and Church Life Attitude Scale jwere used, and the data were
analyzed through the Analysis of Covariance. The result of the study are as follows: First, the subjects of Experimental
Group 1 & II showed significantly higher scores on self-disclosure, empathic response, total interpersonal, and entire
church life attitude them those of the Control group. Second, the subjects of Experimental Group I & II showed
significantly higher scores than the control group in almost of all areas except sensitivity in interpersonal area. That is,
they improved significantly on self-disclosure, empathic response, satisfied feeling, communication, trust, intimacy, openness,
& understanding than the control group. Also they improved significantly on the church teachers & church peers
relationships and church attending attitudes than the control group. Third, the subjects of Experimental Group I
showed significantly higher scores on openness than those of Experimental Group IL On the other hand, the subjects of
Experimental Group II showed significantly higher scores on empathic response and trust in interpersonal areas than
those of Experimental Group 1. However, there was not found any significant difference between the two groups about
self-disclosure and total interpersonal (satisfaction, communication, friendliness and understanding), and about entire church
life attitude (church teachers & church peers relationships and church attending attitudes). In conclusion, it appeared that
there was positive effect in changes of children's self-disclosure, empathic, interpersonal, and church life attitudes both in
Experimental Group I and in Experimental Group II. However, it was proved that the play-centered communication
program was more effective for improving openness which was a sub-area of interpersonal. On the contrary, it was
shown that the story-drama centered communication program was a more effective guide method for improving trust

which was a sub-area of empathic ability and interpersonal.

Key Words : self-disclosure, empathic, interpersonal, church life attitudes, play, story-drama, communication training program
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