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A Case Study on an Extreme Violence Victimizer:

Causes and Prevention of Extreme Violence

Kyu-Mee Lee Dae-Sik Lee Young-Hye Kim

Ajou University Gyeongin National University Sogang University

of Education

The purpose of the study was to extensively analyze a case of extreme school violence, focusing
on a student victimizer, for providing information on the causes of the violence, related
psychological factors, and prevention strategies. We used triangulation as one of the study
methods in order to establish reliability and validity of our analysis. We collected data and
information from various resources such as police reports, court documents, and interviews with
the student, his family, friends, and teachers. We also asked five professionals of the area to rate
the degree of their agreement with our analysis. Based on the analysis, we concluded that the
student’s extreme violence resulted from the additive and interactive combination of several
factors, such as his psychological and environmental vulnerability to extreme violence, minor but
continuous  bullying by peers, being exposed to violence from mass media, peers’ low-level
recognition of school violence in general, and teachers' amateurish approaches. We suggested
multiple and systematic counselling services as an alterative for preventing such extreme school
violence. We hope this study contributes to extending our knowledge and understanding of the

causes, processes, and related factors of extreme school violence.
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