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Family Adaptability and Family Cohesion: The Differences
of Family Background Variables Relating to Parental
Social Classes Among Korean 10th Graders

Sang-Kil Lee

Florida State University

This study examined the differences of Korean family systems' characteristics perceived by tenth
graders according to parents' educational levels, family's living standard, father's unemployment
status, and mother's working status. In order to answer the research questions, cluster sampling
with stratification was conducted among 10th graders from fourteen academic high schools in
Seoul, South Korea (N = 634). Family systems' characteristics were measured by Family
adaptability and cohesion (Olson et al., 1985). One-way analyses of variance demonstrated that
parents' educational levels and the family's living standard had significant differences to family
adaptability and cohesion. The father's employment status had no significant difference to family
adaptability cohesion. Mother-home cases showed higher family adaptability and cohesion than
mother-working cases. Female students perceived family systems more positively than male
students. The control variable, gender, was the most influential predictor of family adaptability

and cohesion in the multiregressions.

Key Words : family systems, family adaptability, family cobesion, parents' educational levels, living standard,

Jather's unemployment status, mother's working status
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