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The Study of Psychological characteristics
of the Indigent Population

Sang-Gyu Park Byeong-Ha Lee

Kkottdongnae Hyundo Univeristy of Social-Welfare ~ CheongJu Unemployed Workers Support Center

This study was conducted to identify the psychological characteristics of the indigent population who
are welfare recipients undergoing training for self-support care. two hundred sixty seven welfare
recipients and one hundred five non-welfare recipients completed the Symptom Checklist-90-Revised
(SCL-90-R) and the self-esteem scale. The mean T score of the SCL-90-R of the indigent population
were analyzed to identify differences and characteristics among the 2 groups with similar SCL-90-R.
The group was divided in two. Group 1, consisting of 26% of the total group, exhibited mental
problems. Group 2, consisting of the remaining 74%, exhibited no mental problems. Low self-esteem
was correlated with psychoticism, phobic anxiety, interpersonal sensitivity, depression, anxiety,
hostility, obsessive compulsive and global severity index in SCL-90-R of the indigent population. The
results showed that welfare recipients had low self-esteem and higher scores in somatization,
depression, phobic anxiety, and global severity index than non-welfare recipients in the SCL-90-R.
The results concluded that there is a need for active psychological intervention for the indigent

population.

Key Words : indigent population, self-esteem, depression, symptom checklist-00-revised
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