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The Explanatory Models of Dating Violence and Victimization

With Dating Partners Among College Students

Jee-Yon Lee Eun-Sul Lee

Ewha Womans university

The aim of present study is to test and explain the theoretical models of dating sexual violence that
based on the psychological variables reportedly related with former researches. Through literature review,
we selected the variables that related with dating sexual violence: sex-role acceptance, rape myth,
awareness of sex-dating violence control, and sexual self-assertiveness and hypothesized models. The models
of dating sexual violence and victimization are as follows. a sexual violence model postulates that males
are likely to violate their dating partners when they have traditional sex-role acceptance, rape-myth, low
degree of dating viclence awareness. And, partner control, as mediating variable, mediates these three
variables toward sexual violent behavior in daring relationship. Sexual victimization model postulates that
females who have traditional sex-role acceptance, rape-myth, low degree of dating violence awareness are
likely to be violated by their dating partners. And, sexual self-assertiveness, as a mediating variable,
mediates these three variables toward sexual victimization in dating relationship. The models were
estimated with AMOS 4.0. For this study, 989 college student were selected as a samples. The result of
structural equation modeling suggested that partner control in sexual violence model mediated between the
acceptance of rape myth and sexually violent behavior. Moreover, sexual self-assertiveness in sexual
victimization model mediated between both the acceptance of rape myth and sex-role acceptance and
sexual victimization in dating relationship. The implication and limitations of the study were discussed

along with some suggestions for future researches and psychotherapy practice.

Key Words : dating violence, rape myth, sexual velationship, sex-role acceptance
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