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The Effects of Gender Role Attitudes, Religiosity,
Authoritarianism, and Cultural Values on

Korean College Students' Homophobia

Young-Seok Seo Jung-lim Lee Juh-wan Cha

Konkuk University

This study examined the relative importance of psychosocial variables in predicting
heterosexuals' reactions to homosexuals. Undergraduate and graduate students (N = 401)
enrolled at six universities in four different areas participated in the study. Results indicated
that heterosexual males expressed more hostile attitudes toward homosexuals when they had
high levels of explicit religiosity and traditional gender role attitudes. On the contrary, for
heterosexual females, their homophobic attitudes were associated with high levels of
authoritarianism, implicic religiosity, traditional gender role attitudes, and a low level of
explicit religiosity. Implications for counseling training and areas for future research were

discussed.
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