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The Influence Having Peer Relationships
and Affectionate Relationships with the Mother
Had on Children's Loneliness

You Jin Chung Kwang Woong Kim

Sookmyung Women's University

This study examined the influence having peer relationships and affectionate relationships
with the mother had on children's loneliness. The participants were 491 fifth and sixth
grade children in Seoul and the Kyonggi province. As part of the data analysis in this
study, the following statistical procedures were used: Pearson's correlation, #-test, stepwise
regression, and hierarchical regression. Results revealed that both peer relationships and
affectionate relationships with the mother were inversely related to children's level of
loneliness. Specifically, for boys, peers' emotional support influenced the most whereas for
girls, exchanging activities among peers had the most impact. In addition, for boys, having
an affectionate relationship with the mother was found to be a significant mediator between

peer relationships and children's loneliness.

Key words : affectionate relationships, peer relationships, children's loneliness
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