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Mediating Effect of Academic Self-Efficacy
in the relationship of Career-Barriers and Career-Aspirations

among Academically Talented Students

Sung-Kyung Yoo Sehee Hong Ahra Lee

Ewha Womans University Yonsei University Ewha Womans University

In the present study, we investigated whether the academic self-efficacy mediates the
relationship between career-barriers and  career-aspirations among academically talented
students. We examined the gender difference in the mediating model we proposed.
Research participants were 890 junior high and high school students, who were recognized
for the high academic achievement. We found the gender difference in the proposed
mediating model. Specifically, in the academically talented female students, the mediating
effecc of academic self-efficacy was confirmed. There was a significant effect from
career-barriers to academic aspiration, and also a significant effect from academic aspiration
to career-aspiration. But, in academically talented male students, there was neither direct
nor indirect effect of career-barriers to academic aspiration. Suggestions for future studies

and for career counseling for the academically talented students were made.

Key words : Academically talented students, Career-Barriers, Career-Aspiration

- 851 -



