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The Effect of Covert Narcissism and Internet Reinforcement

Experience on Excessive Internet Use

Kye-Jung Lee Nam-Woon Chung

Catholic University

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of covert narcissism on excessive
internet use. It also explored the role of internet reinforcement experience as a mediator of
the relationship between covert narcissism and excessive internet use. A total of 234
Korean high school students and 80 Internet Blog users completed Covert Narcissism,
Internet Addiction, and Internet Reinforcement Experience scales. The results indicated that
covert narcissism had a positive effect on internet reinforcement experience and excessive

internet use. The results also showed that internet reinforcement experience mediates the

effect of covert narcissism on excessive internet use.

Key words : Covert narcissism, excessive internet use, internet reinforcement experience, interpersonal

relationship
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