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A Path Analysis on Suicidal Ideation in the Elderly

Hyunsoon Kim Byeongseok Kim

Dankook University

The purpose of this study was to identify major factors that affected suicidal ideation in the
elderly. The subjects were 183 men and women over 65 years old who were living in
Kyunggi-Do. The subjects completed socio-demographic factors questionnaire, Stress scale,
Self-Esteem Scale, Depression Scale and Suicidal ideation Scale. To estimate the relative
effects of each variables on suicidal ideation, a path analysis was employed. The major
findings were as follows: 1) Economic status and Health status among socio-demographic
factors affected suicidal ideation in the eldetly. 2) The suicidal ideation in the eldertly were
positively related to stress and depression while negatively related to self-esteem, economic
status and health status. 3) Depression and self esteem mediated the process of developing

suicidal ideation in the elderly. Finally, the implications and limitations of this study were

discussed, and the suggestions for future studies were also presented.
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