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Sexual Harassment Coping Style of University Students

Hye-Suk Ha

Seoul National University

The main purpose of this study was to determine sex differences in the ways that sexual
harassment is handled by university students. This study included 611 male and 936 female
students from seven schools located in Seoul and other provinces.data was collected through
a questionnaire based on 12 cases of sexual harassment with differing characteristics. Sexual
harassment coping styles included tendency to seek counseling, level of countermeasure and
degree of punishment. Female students were more likely than male students to seek
counseling in response to verbal sexual harassment male students were more likely than
female students to seek counseling for physical sexual harassment. Regarding countermeasures,
both male and female students showed a strong tendency to resolve matters individually
through steps such as demanding an apology. However, female students were more likely to
confront harassment officially and proactively.Finally, both male and female students tended
to demand an apology or require attendance of a correction program for verbal sexual
harassment, and attendance of a correction program, compensation, and punishment for
physical sexual harassment. This study presents useful suggestions for both the theory and

practice of sexual harassment counseling with female and male university students.

Key words : sexual harassment counseling, sexual barvassment coping style, gray area of sexual

harassment
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