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Comparison Study of Korean and American School
Counseling for Developing a Korean School Counseling Model

Sang Min Lee Insoo Oh Suhyun Suh

Korea University University of South Carolina Auburn University

Despite the long history of school counseling in Korea, it was a recent endeavor to introduce a specialized
model within the profession that focuses exclusively on school counseling. The newly introduced school
counseling system was built on the momentum for maximizing the professional identity of the school
counseling field in addition to recognizing school counselors' positions within school settings. Nevertheless,
the absence of a well established school counseling model continues to cause confusion regarding school
counselors > roles and functions. Newly employed professional school counselors voiced the need for the
development of a Korean school counseling model which could give answers to such questions as who
should do what, when, and how. In this paper, we comprehensively discussed those concerns and issues
that may need to be taken into consideration prior to the development of a Korean school counseling
model. For that purpose, the authors compared the historical development and current trends embedded in
Korean and American school counseling, and presented the factors that were discussed to have impacts on
the development of both country's school counseling profession. Next, with the fact that there is no
existing national Korean school counseling model, we introduced American School Counselor Association
(ASCA) National Model and presented the issues that have been raised in both Korean and American
school counseling fields. Lastly, we discussed the implications for the development of Korean national

school counseling model and future directions of a Korean school counseling.

Key words : School Counseling Model, School Counselor, Comparison Study
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