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The Moderating and Mediating Effects of Empathy and Rape
Myths on the Relationship Between Hyper Masculinity
and Sexual Aggression in Male University Students

Kyung Park

Seoul Woman's University

In this paper, the moderating and mediating effects of empathy and rape myths on the relationship
between hyper masculinity and sexual aggression are examined. The group under investigation were 355
college male students. The indices examined in this study are as follows; the index of hyper masculinity,
empathy, rape myths, and sexual aggression. The results suggest that hyper masculinity, empathy, and
rape myths have a significantly positive relationship with sexual aggression. Among these, empathy seems
have the strongest relationship with sexual aggression. Empathy was identified as a mediating variable in
the relation between excess masculinity and sexual aggression, however, rape myths did not have any
mediating effect. In the test of moderating effects using structural equation analysis, empathy and rape
myths operated as moderate variables. However, the mediating effect was only partial because the path
from excess masculinity to sexual aggression showed a significance relation. Finally, some suggestions for

future research as well as some of the limitations of this study were discussed, based on the results of

the experiment,

Key words : hyper masculinity, sexual aggression, empathy, rape myths
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