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The Effect of Discrepancies Between a Given Domain
of Contingencies of Self-Worth and Its Self-Evaluation

in Relation to Psychological Adjustment

Su-ran Lee Dong-gwi Lee

Yonsei University

This study attempted to identify the domains of contingencies of self-worth (Crocker & Wolfe, 2001) in
Korea and examined the effect of discrepancies between a given domain of contingencies and its
self-evaluation in relation to psychological adjustment. In study 1, the Contingencies of Self-Worth Scale
(CSWS) was validated in a Korean cultural context. The EFA results yielded a 27-item Korean CSWS
with five distinctive factors. Four factors (God's love, Virtue, Others' Approval, and Family Support) were
almost identical to the original CSWS; however, a new factor (Superiority) emerged in Korea. In study
2, based on the self-discrepancy theory (Higgins, 1987), a two-step cluster analysis and MANOVA were
conducted. As a result, three clusters (Adjusted Discrepancy Group, Maladjusted Discrepancy Group, and
Balanced Group) emerged and the Maladjusted Discrepancy Group indicated a greater level of

psychological maladjustment than the other two groups.

Key words : Contingencies of Self-Worth, 'The Contingencies of Self-Worth Scale, discrepancy, self-esteem, psychological

adjustment, Korean culture
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