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thdd4], 33, 2000).

A1EA delow PgE Bt
HFF, 2002, AEF 7ty T
Hlolue dsolthamd,
AP Ee Al WFes AUAA A A
NS A xdskA FeiAd AAUE
AA g, At 25 o WAS EAdE
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Hds| gAletA Fal Tt AP T, F
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& Edelbrock, 1983),
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Boll thgh ofZeEF o] FRERE Eef
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el Qe vAw Aozt ofEd o

& At #AA dEE rRva
FAeA = Bowlby, 1969/1982; Lamb et al,
1985; Finzi et al., 2001; Baker & Martinez, 2006
NN A9l 8, vl 4E R ol EzA e
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Adolescents' Insecure Attachments and Problem Behaviors:

The Moderating Role of Empathic Ability

Ji-Eon Park Eun-Hee Lee

Kyungnam University

This study examined the relationships between adolescents' insecure attachments, empathic ability and
problem behaviors. It also explored the moderating effect of empathic ability on problem behaviors. A
questionnaire was administered to 846 high school students from six high schools in Masan and
Changwon, Attachment anxiety had an influences on internalized problem behaviors to a greater degree
than attachment avoidance. Even when controlling the influence on insecure attachment, empathic ability
had a number of negative influences on internalized problem behaviors. However, it had a number of
positive influences on externalized problem behaviors. Empathic ability moderated the relationship between
attachment anxiety and juvenile delinquency in a positive manner. In conclusion, this study may have a

significant impact in that it to a great extent proves that empathic ability plays an important role as a

protective factor in reducing juvenile delinquency.
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