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A Qualitative Study on the Career Decision-Making Types
Among Academically Talented Female Students

Jung Ha

Ewha Womans University

The purpose of this study was to improve our understanding of the career decision-making types among
academically talented female students in Korean social-cultural contexts. The Strauss and Corbin's(1998)
grounded theory was adopted to explore their expetiences. Data was collected through in-depth interviews
with twenty academically talented female high school students. A paradigm model was proposed. The
core category in the experiences of the career decision-making experience of female students was "The
autonomous finding of the way to eminent achievement'. From the relationships among the core category
and the other categories, hypothetical statements were generated. As a result, four types were derived as
follows: the self-initiative achievement type, the self-selective satisfaction type, the reality-receptive
compromise type, and the context-dependent conflict type. The findings of this study suggested that

academically talented female students need specific career guidance and counseling to assist their career

development. Implications of the findings and suggestions for a policy issue, counseling issue, and future

research are also discussed.

Key words : career decision-making type, academically talented female students, grounded theory
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