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The Relationship Between Narcissism and Career Indecision

by Self-Presentational Motivation

Un-Hee Song Yon-Woo Kang Bo-Youn Heo Jung-Hee Ha

Hanyang University counseling center

This study aimed at investigating how covert and overt narcissism affects career indecision. It also sought
to examined how the relationship between overt narcissism and career indecision differs depending on
levels of self-presentational motivation among the 234 university students who participated in this study.
The results were as follows. First, the results showed that Goal Instability, Need for Attention/
Self-Aggrandizing Fantasy, Timidity/Confidence Deficiency, and subscales of covert narcissism correlated to
career indecision positively. This was especially so in terms of Goal Instability, a subscale of covert
narcissism which was a common factor affecting subscales of career indecision. Moreover, Self-Confidence,
a subscale of overt narcissism, was a common factor negatively affecting subscales of career indecision.
Second, self-presentational motivation moderated the relationship between overt narcissism and career

indecision. The implications of this research are that it illuminates many of the personality characteristics

which influence career indecision.

Key words : narcissism, self-presentational motivation, career indecision
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