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Rosenberg' Self-Esteem Scale: Analysis of Item-Level Validity

Jayoung Lee Sukkyung Nam Mi-kyoung Lee Ji-hee Lee Sang Min Lee

Korea University

In this study, we analyzed the item-level validity of Rosenberg's Self-Esteem Scale(RSES). Specifically, a
total of 3,498 students participated in this study to assess the unidimensionality of RSES as well as
item-level reliability and validity. The results indicated that elementary, middle, and high school students
had negative item-total correlations on the eighth item of the RSES. Item-totalcorrelations of the same
item were relatively low in college students as well. In addition, the troublesome nature of RSES Item 8
existed in reliability and validity analyses. Therefore, item 8 of the RSES should be cautiously translated

and revised to prevent a degree of ambiguity that may cause it to be easily misinterpreted in different

cultural contexts.

Key words : Self-Esteem, Item-Level Analysis, Facture Structure
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