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An Analysis on the Process of Divorce Suit
with a Grounded Theory

Kim, Yo Wan

SEOUL FAMILY COURT

For this study, I raised the question, “What process do married couples take that leads to a divorce

suit?”and carried out in-depth interviews with 6 couples(12 persons) who are in the course of a divorce
suit at the Seoul Family Court. The qualitative research method used in this study was grounded theory.
By checking the relations among categories and carrying out the course analysis through the paradigm,
seven stages of marital disruption were identified as follows: beginning of conflict, damage to self-esteem,
neglect, cessation of sexual behaviors, breakdown of roles, mutual attacks, and disruption. At this juncture,

close communication between husband and wife is the most crucial means and effective mediation to save

the marriage.

Key words : process of divorce suit, self-esteem, marital communication, grounded theory, in-depth interview
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