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The Role of Shame-based Narcissistic Trait on Satisfaction
in Romantic Relationships:

The Mediation Effect of Responsibility Attribution

Sung Bum Woo Mi Na Chong Nag Yoon Sung Chong Myung Kang Eunjoo Yang

Korea University

This study investigated the role of shame, narcissistic trait, and responsibility attribution in predicting
satisfaction in romantic relationships. Based on the previous findings, we proposed a path model in which
responsibility attribution would mediate the relationship between the shame-based narcissistic trait and
relationship satisfaction. Participants were a total of 138 young adults who were engaging in a romantic
relationship or had experience of the past romantic relationships. They completed a survey packet
including measures of shame, narcissistic trait, responsibility attribution, and relationship satisfaction. The
results supported the proposed path model, suggesting that shame-based narcissistic trait may have indirect
effect on relationship satisfaction which is mediated by a cognitive mechanism such as responsibility

attribution. The implications and limitations of this study were discussed.

Key words : shame, narcissistic trait, responsibility attribution, relationship satisfaction
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