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A Study on the Enculturative Stressors, Stress Responses

of Marriage Migrant Women in Rural Areas

Seung Min Yang Moon Hee Yon

Yonsei University Sungsan Hyo Graduate School of Korea

This study describes the processes of adaptation foreign wives experience and how they are dealing with
the major issues in a multicultural family setting. I approach the issues through qualitative case study,
interviewing nine participants. The major findings are as follows: First, the motives for the couples to
choose international marriage were not only economic needs but also personal experiences as well as
various desires. Second, these women's difficulties in the course of enculturation arose from the tension of
the relationship. Third, there were remarkable contrasts between their stress responses. Forth, in-laws were

for the most part not very helpful in overcoming the marriage difficulties migrant women face. Fifth, risk

and positive factors of their adaptation process were discussed.

Key words : marriage migrant women in rural areas, multicultural family, enculturative stressor, stress responmse,

qualitative case study
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