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Exploration into Factors Influencing
Female College Students’ Career Decision Process:
Focusing on Academically Talented High-School Graduates’

Son, Jin Hee

Sunmoon university

The purpose of the current research was to identify the conceptual structures of factors that were
considered in making career decisions by female college students who were academically excellent at high
school and the difficulties which they experienced in the process. Fifteen were recruited and interviewed.
Sixty seven factors were extracted as factors considered in career decision and 38 were drawn out as
factors restricting their choice of careers. Given the extracted factors, 12 participants classified and rated
them again. Multidemensional scaling, hierarchical cluster analysis, and concept mapping were employed to
estimate dimensions in the previously extracted factor. Two dimensions influencing the decision making ;
‘Others-Orientedness(Passiveness)/Self-Orientedness(Activeness)” and ‘External Conditions-Internal Conditions
of a Job.” Given these two dimensions, female college students understood ten clusters considered with
regard to their career decision process and seven clusters restricting their choice of careers. Finally, the

implications of findings are discussed.

Key words : academically talented female college students, career decision making factors, factors considered in making

career decisions, difficulties in career decision making, concept mapping
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