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The Effects of Perceived Parental Attitude and
Masking on Internet Addiction

Kim Younghye

Graduate School of Education Ajou University

This paper examines the effects of the perceived negative parental attitude and masking to internet
addiction for highschool-aged adolescents. After surveying 272 adolescents at a highschool in Gyeonggi-do
region, following conclusions were made: First, the level of Internet addiction was significantly higher
among male students than female students. Second, the relationship between masking and perceived
negative parental attitude was significant when the students were asked about their mothers. Third,
negative parental attitude of fathers accounted for 14% of internet addiction in stepwise regression analysis
to quantify the effect of parental attitude and masking on internet addiction. Negative parental attitude of
fathers accounted for 19% of the whole variance when masking was considered. Negative parental attitude

of mothers accounted for 11% of internet addiction-it could account for 16% of it when masking was

taken into account.

Key words: negative parental attitude, masking, internet addiction
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