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Development and Validation of the
Basic Psychological Needs Satisfaction Scale in
Mother-Child Relationships for Korean Children

Gyo-Young Jeong Hee-Cheon Shin

Ajou University

The purpose of this study was to develop and validate the Basic Psychological Needs Satisfaction Scale
(BPNS) in Mother-child relationships for Korean children given the Self-determination theory (SDT).
Literature reviews on the Self-determination and the results of preliminary interview were used to create
items. Forty seven candidate items were administered to children in grades 3 and 4. The results of the
exploratory factor analysis supported a three-factor structure: autonomy, competence, and relatedness. And
the further item analysis resulted in 14 items as the final version. The final 14 items were administered
to children in grades 3 through 6. The evidence of the construct validity was obtained from a
confirmatory factor analysis, and the convergent validity of the scale was supported by the correlation
analysis. The results of regression analysis offered an evidence of criterion-related and discriminant validity.

Results are also discussed in terms of the potential utility of the scale.

Key words : Basic Psychological Needs Satisfaction Scale development, Autonomy, Competence, Relatedess, Mother-Child
Relationships, Validate.
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