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A Five-year Longitudinal Study on Development of
Career Maturity in Middle and High School Students: Focused on
Gender, Parental Attachment, and Peer Attachment

A Reum Kim Ji Hee Lee Bo Young Choi

Korea University

In this study, we examined the pattern of change in adolescent career maturity and effects of gender,
parental attachment, and peer attachment on its growth by using multilevel models. Moderating effects of
gender on the relations of career maturity with parental attachment and peer attachment were also
scrutinized. Five year longitudinal data of the Korean Youth Panel Survey (KYPS) were employed. Results
indicated that career maturity during five years linearly increased and the levels of career maturity at
second grade of middle school were affected by gender and parental attachment positively, but by peer
attachment negatively. Growth rates of career maturity were influenced by parental attachment negatively
but peer attachment positively. However, moderating effects of gender on the growth models of career

maturity were not significant. Finally, the implications and limitations of the current study are discussed.

Key words : development of career maturity, multilevel model, gender, parental attachment, peer attachment
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