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Effects of Traumatic Experiences and Personality Pathology
of North Korean Female Refugees on Psychological Symptoms

Bit-nae Choi Hee Kyung Kim

Hanawon, Ministry of Unification

This study examined the effects of traumatic experiences and personality pathology on psychological
symptoms. Participants for the current study were 1936 (repatriation experience group 510 and
non-repatriation group 1426) North Korean female refugees educated in Hanawon from 2008 to 2009.
Average standard scores (i.e., T-scores) of PSY-5, PK scales, and symptom scales of SCL-90-R were
compared between the two refugee groups. A repatriation experience group showed higher scores on
AGGR, PSYC, DISC, NEGE, and PK than a non-experience group. Scores of SOM, OC, DEP, ANX,
HOS, PAR, and PSY were higher in the repatriation experience group than the non-experience group.
Additionally, PSYC and NEGE scales showed positive correlations with all of psychological symptoms.
Hierarchical regression analysis indicated that repatriation experience explained 0.2 ~0.9 percents of

variances in psychological symptoms. However, personality pathology accounted for 18 ~32 percentages of

variances in PSYC, NEGE, and INTR.

Key words : North Korean Female Refugees, repatriation, PTSD, Personality Pathology, Psychological Symproms
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