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A Qualitative Study on the Experience

of Runaway Adolescents

Sulim Lee Mi-kyoung Song Eun-young Kim Hyun-dong Son
Oregon State Seoul Women's The Korea Youth Korrea Sensitivity
University University Counseling Institute Development Center

The purpose of this study was to examine the experience and perspective of runaway adolescents in their
lifetime. In doing so, authors interviewed eight runaway adolescents who have stayed in shelter and
analyzed their responses by CQR. Findings in the current study revealed that runaway adolescents
recognized their self positively as well as negatively before the runaway. Their family showed relationship
problem as well as structure problem including a family breakdown. The first and following runaways
exhibited common reasons. However, runaway adolescents reported more delinquency, hardship in life, and
crimes in their re-runaway than in the first runaway. Fourth, adolescents reported positive experiences
about a shelter but dissatisfied with limitation in staying. Finally, most runaway adolescents considered
their runaway experience negatively, whereas an adolescent viewed his/her runaway experience positively

when (s)he has the plan. Implications and limitations of the current study are discussed.

Ky wards : Runaway, Runaway addesaents Runaway prevention, Shdter for runaway addecenss, Consensual Qualitative
Reeirdh
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