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The Korean Journal of Counseling and Psychotherapy
2011, Vol. 23, No. 4, 885-900

Reliability and Validity of the Korean version of the
Gambling Symptom Assessment Scale

Sun Jung Kwon

Korea Baptist Theological University

The purpose of this study was to examine the reliability and validity of the Korean version of the
Gambling Symptom Assessment Scale(G-SAS; Kim, Grant, Adson, & Shin, 2001) in various types of
gamblers. The G-SAS consisted of 12 items designed to assess gambling symptom severity and change
during treatment. The factor structure, item property, reliability, and criterion-related validity were
estimated using responses of 502 adults. The Korean version of G-SAS(KG-SAS) showed one factor
structure and high reliability (internal consistency reliability=.84 ~.92; test-retest reliability=.74) with
adequate criterion-reliability validity(level of gambling addiction r=.48~.54, frequency of gambling
behaviors #=.29~.51, compulsive gambling passion r=.57, irrational gambling belief »=.28, psr<<.01).
Findings demonstrated that KG-SAS is reliable and valid in assessing changes in symptoms during a

treatment. Implications of the findings and directions to counseling on gambling addiction are discussed.

Key words : gambling addiction, gambling Symptom Assessment Scale, reliability, validity
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