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A Mediating Effect of Depression on the Association of ADHD
symptoms and Internet Over-use among

Elementary School Students

Yoon-Won, Hwang Dong-Hun, Lee

Pusan National University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relation among ADHD symptoms, depression, and
internet over-use, and to explore the mediating effect of depression on the association between ADHD
symptoms and internet over-use in elementary school students. 240 students and their teachers were
recruited in Ulsan metro city. Correlation analysis and Structural Equation Model(SEM) were employed to
examine these relations. Results of this study were as follows. First, significant positive associations among
ADHD symptoms, internet over-use and depression were found. Second, ADHD symptoms influenced the
levels of depression which, in turn, affected the levels of internet over-use. Additionally, ADHD symptoms

showed the direct effect on internet over-use. The limitations of the current study and implication to

counseling and further research are discussed.

Key word : ADHD symptoms, Depression, Internet over-use
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