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The Experiences of Child Reunification among North Korean

Women in South Korea

Younga Cho

Sangji University

The aim of this study was to explore child reunification experience of the North Korean women refugees
in South Korea. Seven North Korean women refugees who had reunited with their children in South
Korea were interviewed. The interview data were analyzed using Giorgi's phenomenological analysis. Five
components and 17 subordinate components were deduced from this study. The five components were
‘Rising of desire for reunification and effort’, “‘Unexpected loss', ‘Facing with her own wound', ‘Remaking
true family', and ‘Changing self. The child reunification experience of the North Korean women refugee
was the process of identity reestablishment in which they overcome unexpected loss and psychological
wound and try to rebuild a family after reunion of their children. After intensive reviews of interview
data, psychosocial meaning of reunification experience and implications for support policy for North Korean

women refugees are discussed.

Key words : North Korean woman vefugee, child, veunification, experience

- 222 -



